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Graduating Students of Seoul National University:

| am sorry that my back trouble prevents me from coming to Seoul to speak to you in person
today.

Seventy years ago, in the year 1942, | myself graduated from the Southwest Associated
University in Western China. It was during the long and bitter War against Japanese invasion
that | went to that university. Material conditions at the university were very primitive — we slept
in mud-floored, thatch-roofed dormitories and our mess halls had no chairs so we had to stand
and eat.

But our spirits were high, and we worked very hard. Ours was not an austere life, for we did not
have more material desires. Ours was also not a frustrated life, for we had a lot of intellectual
stimulation and satisfaction. Ours was just a very simple life which shaped our personal
characters and formed our tastes in physics research that were to have profound effects on our
later careers.

Reflecting on those days, | realize | am extraordinarily fortunate to enter a career after graduation
at a time when new scientific fields were developing. | was able to seize the opportunities
opened in front of me and made some progress in physics research.

In 1966 | moved to a new University at Stony Brook on Long Island near New York City. It was
a new campus, and my colleagues and | combined our efforts to make it into a new research
university. |1 was very fortunate in successfully recruiting a brilliant young Korean-American
physicist, Benjamin Leeg, to join me at our new campus. In the next few years, Benjamin Lee did
world class research work in high energy physics, the most important field of physics at the time,
and became a young star in this new field. He would have achieved a greater success if he were
not unfortunately killed in an automobile accident in 1977.



Graduating students of the Seoul National University:

Compared to me, you are infinitely more fortunate today in graduating from this modern, very
beautiful with distinguished scholastic traditions. You also will be entering your new careers at a
dynamic time in this vibrant and prosperous country, the Republic of Korea. | am sure each of
you will seize the great opportunities opening in front of you and sculpture your respective
careers to your satisfaction and also to your countrymen’s satisfaction.

Thank you.
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