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 Brief overview: COVID-19 in the United States

 State/city level research

 New York State and New York City

 Intersectionality: race and class in Queens, New York City

 Racism and Asian America

 Unemployment and Rent Strike 2020

 What’s next? 

 Race matters 

 Farm workers and undocumented immigrants



 Johns Hopkins University

 https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/map.html

 CDC

 https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/201
9-ncov/cases-updates/cases-in-us.html

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-updates/cases-in-us.html


 The New York Times

 Updated April 8, 
2020, 6:06 P.M. E.T.

New York –New Jersey

MiamiNew Orleans

L.A.

Seattle

Chicago
Detroit

Boston

 The United States

 Total cases: 424,963 

 Deaths:14,613

San Francisco-

Bay

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/us/coronavirus-us-cases.html?auth=login-email&fbclid=IwAR0aiGXiVoyLAgGjWH14uUaQn-0vP2Vw24AWByZm3YGxlyBj2IGhGzItmYE&login=email&smid=fb-nytimes&smtyp=cur


 Based on total number of cases  Based on number of cases per 10,000 
people

Credit: Amanda Montañez; Source: Marynia Kolak, Xun Li and Qinyun Lin 
Center for Spatial Data Science, University of Chicago, Scientific American, 
April 2, 2020

https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/map-reveals-hidden-u-s-hotspots-of-coronavirus-infection/?fbclid=IwAR1UC7uJ-7G9Df4NDNWYEgJ8sHeLaUh05NsD6cfCzbR-mVyKToywyiWHcgs


 Why city and state level research? 
Why New York? 

 Ununiformed executive order and 
policies by state. 

 No national lockdown

 Different demographic 
characteristics. 

 New York

 Epicenter in North America

 New York State as of April 8, 
2020, 6:06 P.M. E.T.

 Total cases: 149,401

 Deaths: 6,268 
Source: The New York Times

Updated April 8, 2020, 6:06 P.M. E.T.

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/us/coronavirus-us-cases.html?auth=login-email&fbclid=IwAR0aiGXiVoyLAgGjWH14uUaQn-0vP2Vw24AWByZm3YGxlyBj2IGhGzItmYE&login=email&smid=fb-nytimes&smtyp=cur


 Why New York City? 

 Epicenter of COVID-19 in United 
States 

 New York Metropolitan area 

 The largest city in the United States 
with high density.  

 Statistical data

 Cases: 80,204

 Deaths: 4,260 

Source: NYC Health, Coronavirus Disease 2019 
(COVID-19) as of April 8, 2020 at 5:00 PM. 

Source: The New York Times

Updated April 8, 2020, 6:06 P.M. E.T.

https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/doh/downloads/pdf/imm/covid-19-daily-data-summary-04082020-1.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/us/coronavirus-us-cases.html?auth=login-email&fbclid=IwAR0aiGXiVoyLAgGjWH14uUaQn-0vP2Vw24AWByZm3YGxlyBj2IGhGzItmYE&login=email&smid=fb-nytimes&smtyp=cur


New York Post, April 1 2020Orthodox Jews
Source: City of New York, April 8, 2020 

https://nypost.com/2020/04/01/nyc-map-shows-percentage-of-patients-with-coronavirus-by-zip-code/
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-data.page


Corona, Elmhurst and 

Jackson Heights, Queens

Corona

Elmhurst

Jackson Heights



https://thecity.nyc/2020/04/queens-neighborhoods-housing-service-workers-hardest-hit.html

Lack of hospitals and hospital 
beds

Low-income families and 
immigrants 

Frontline workers

 Why Corona, Elmhurst and Jackson Heights 
in Queens? 



 “'People Are Dying': 72 Hours Inside a NYC 
Hospital Battling Coronavirus.” 

 The New York Times, March 25, 2020

 Elmhurst Hospital Center 

A doctor at Elmhurst Hospital Center in Queens 

said it had faced “the first wave of this tsunami.”

Dave Sanders for The New York Times

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/25/nyregion/nyc-coronavirus-hospitals.html?fbclid=IwAR211RwP11AnKyZXhpg68UgjgL34IlFnUQ095Q1xP7PUQ1CXxylDuwTAVjk


 Lack of hospitals 

 Queens – 9 hospitals 

 Brooklyn - 15 hospitals /Manhattan 20 
hospitals 

 Lack of hospital beds

 1.66 beds per 1,000 residents in 
Queens

 2.18 in Brooklyn /5.67 in Manhattan

Source: State Department of Health, reported by 
Patch.com

https://patch.com/new-york/new-york-city/coronavirus-cases-are-overwhelming-elmhurst-hospital-source


 Corona, Elmhurst and Jackson 
Heights 

 Queens VS. gentrified Brooklyn: 

 4 times higher in Queens 

 Immigrant and working-class and 
low-income families. 

 Large (sometimes multiple) 
families in a small apartment 

 Harder to be quarantined 



Corona 

(11368)

Elmhurst

(11373) 

Jackson 

Heights

(11372)

Manhattan New York City

Hispanic or 

Latino 

(of any race)

75.5% 41.4% 57.2% 25.9% 29.2%

Race (one race)

White

Black

Asian 

37.7%

10.5% 

12.0% 

21.7%

2.1% 

48.6% 

57.3%

3.2% 

20.5%

55.5%

4.5% 

12.3%

42.2%

24.3% 

14.2%

Foreign-born 60.1% 67.0% 58.4% 29.2% 36.8%

Source: ACS Profile Report: 2014-2018 (5-year estimates) 



Corona 

(11368)

Elmhurst

(11373) 

Jackson 

Heights

(11372)

Manhattan New York 

City

Median household 

income

$50,797 $51,183 $56,383 $85,066 $63,799

Persons below 

poverty

20.2% 15.6% 12.1% 15.5% 17.3 %

No insurance 

coverage 

(under 65)

25.8% 19% 15.2% 6.0% 8.2 %

Bachelor degree or 

higher

12.4% 26.4% 29.5% 61.4% 39 %

Source: ACS Profile Report: 2014-2018 (5-year estimates) 



Corona 

(11368)

Elmhurst

(11373) 

Jackson 

Heights

(11372)

Manhattan New York City

% of People living in 

rental homes

79.3% 69.4% 71.7% 73.7% 62.7 %

Average gross rent $1,534 $1,518 $1,482 $1,866 $1,549

Occupants per room

1.00 or less 

1.01-1.50

1.51 or more

70.3%

15.9%

13.7%

79.8%

11.4%

8.8%

87.3%

7.2%

5.5%

93.9%

3.0%

3.1%

90.9%

5.4%

3.6%

Commute to work 

(public transportation)

65.5% 70.4% 65.2% 59.9% 55.9 %

Source: ACS Profile Report: 2014-2018 (5-year estimates) 



 Frontline workers in Corona, 
Elmhurst, and Jackson Heights 

 Higher percentage of people in

 Food preparation and serving

 Personal care and service 
(child care workers and aides 
to the elderly)

BuzzFeed, April 1, 2020

https://www.buzzfeed.com/mjs538/pictures-of-one-of-the-most-dangerous-places-in-new-york?utm_source=dynamic&utm_campaign=bfsharefacebook&ref=mobile_share&fbclid=IwAR2gc5if3NZEQc2nqg3auZywAnCJeMb786-hNvQPIsoWTkkqCEpodhvxLnU


 MSNBC interview with Rep. Judy Chu 
(D-Calif.), March 31, 2020. 

 1,000 cases reported in the past five 
weeks and averaging approximately 
100 per day



 Texas 

 Midland

 Stabbing three people 
including a 2-year-old and a 6-
year-old child inside a Sam’s 
Club in Midland on March 14. 

Angelo State University, March 27
Source: San Angelo Live, April 3 

https://sanangelolive.com/news/crime/2020-04-03/report-coronavirus-poster-prank-led-armed-confrontation-dorm-room-angelo-state?fbclid=IwAR2M_Di6kGYCg1H4u6ydrjdcK10fftKX7utiivw4jYISPnUdc9iWzwgm46w


 Hate crime in New York City

 Spraying Febreeze air freshener at an Asian man



 Acid attack in Brooklyn, April 5

 Source: amNY, April 7

 Three teenage girls and one woman made 
anti-Asian comments and hit an Asian 
woman on the head with an umbrella.

https://asamnews.com/2020/04/07/ny-mayor-vows-to-throw-the-full-force-of-the-law-to-stop-anti-asian-hate-crimes-asian-woman-suffers-second-degree-burns-in-acid-attack/


• More than 366,000 people filed for unemployment in the week 
of March 22

• About 15,800 at the same time in 2019 

Data: New York’s Department of Labor.

U.S Weekly initial jobless claims

https://gfycat.com/glumdelightfulbarracuda


A survey from March 20 to 22 by the CUNY 

Graduate School of Public Health and Health 

Policy 

https://sph.cuny.edu/research/covid-19-tracking-survey/week-3/


 Domino effect

 Some landlords: water and 
sewer bills for their properties 

 Property taxes (due by July 1)

 30% of the city’s revenue

 A 90-day moratorium on evictions 
by Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo of New 
York

 Rent strike? 

 2/3 of New York City population- renters

The New York Times, March 31

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/31/nyregion/coronavirus-landlords-eviction-tenants.html


 Race matters 

Source: State Departments of Health, Graphs created by The Washington Post, April 7, 2020

https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2020/04/07/state-data-show-that-black-americans-are-often-overrepresented-coronavirus-infections-deaths/


COVID-19

Deaths

Racial makeup 

in NYC

Hispanic 34% 29%

Black 28% 22%

White 27% 32%

Asian 7% 14%

 Preliminary data by New York City

 City of New York 

 Released in April, 8, 2020

 Hispanics: 22 deaths per 100,000 
people.

 Blacks: 20 deaths per 100,000.

 Whites: 10 deaths per 100,000.

 Asians: 8 deaths per 100,000.



 Pre-existing Conditions: diabetes, 
asthma and hypertension.

 Less testing availability 

 NYCHA development

Source: The City, April 3, 2020/Graphs: 
Gothamist, April 7

 The Bronx

https://thecity.nyc/2020/04/bronx-residents-twice-as-likely-to-die-from-covid-19-in-nyc.html
https://gothamist.com/news/coronavirus-statistics-tracking-epidemic-new-york


 New Orleans

 Death rate in New Orleans

 37.93 per 100,000 people as of 
April 3 

 18.86 per 100,000 people in New 
York City

 70% of deaths in Louisiana  Black 

 (32% of the population in the 
state)

 Health conditions among residents

 High rates of obesity, diabetes, 
hypertension, heart disease and 
kidney disease. 

 Source: New York Post, April 5.

 Chicago

 Black: 70% of Chicago's death from 
COVID-19

 (29% of Chicago’s population)

 Source: The Guardian, April 8, 2020

https://nypost.com/2020/04/05/coronavirus-death-rate-for-new-orleans-is-double-that-of-nyc/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/apr/08/its-a-racial-justice-issue-black-americans-are-dying-in-greater-numbers-from-covid-19


 Michigan 

 Particularly Detroit 

 77% of the city population–
black

 The black population in Michigan: 
13% 

 1/3 of the infections

 40% of the deaths 

(Detroit Metro Times, April 5, 2020)

 Michigan Data

 Source: State of Michigan 

https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-98163_98173---,00.html


 The coronavirus as a threat to their 
health

 46% of black people 

 21% of white people

 39% of Hispanic people 

 Source: Pew Research Center, March 
18, 2020

https://www.people-press.org/2020/03/18/u-s-public-sees-multiple-threats-from-the-coronavirus-and-concerns-are-growing/


 Farm workers  Undocumented immigrants

 Over 4 percent of the country’s 
labor force (7 million)

 Little job security

 Lost jobs in construction, 
restaurants and other service 
sectors

 No paid sick leave

 Not able to have the federal relief 
fund

 Many of them pay taxes by using 
Individual Tax Identification 
Number(ITIN) 

 Source: Washington Post, April 5 

Migrant or seasonal farm workers make up 254,000 of 
California's agricultural workforce. They are also reporting a 
lack of personal protections and sick days. 

Photo Credit: Courtesy of United Farm Workers, via 
Twitter (@UFWupdates)

https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2020/04/05/undocumented-immigrants-coronavirus/
https://www.colorlines.com/articles/farmworkers-are-essential-yet-remain-unprotected?fbclid=IwAR2ae0HcNgSstyC8bw4qB63woBNvIAoZ4izH6GvqOWsa1jKYNbf54UI0lWY

