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Media centre

* News
b MNews releases
b Statements
» Notes for the media
Previous years
» Commentaries
» Events
Fact sheets
Fact files
Questions & answers

Features

Media centre

WHO issues best practices for naming new
human infectious diseases

Mote for the media

8 MAY 2015 | GENEVA - WHO today called on scientists, national
authorities and the media to follow best practices in naming new human
infecticus diseases to minimize unnecessary negative effects on nations,
economies and people.

“In recent years, several new human infectious diseases have emerged.
The use of names such as ‘swine flu” and ‘Middle East Respiratory
Syndrome’ has had unintended negative impacts by stigmatizing certain
communities or economic sectors,” says Dr Keiji Fukuda, Assistant
Director-General for Health Security, WHO. “This may seem like a trivial
Issue to some, but disease names really do matter to the people who are
directly affected. We've seen certain disease names provoke a backlash
against members of particular religious or ethnic communities, create
unjustified barriers to travel, commerce and trade, and trigger needless
slaughtering of food animals. This can have serious consequences for
peoples’ lives and livelihoods”
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Nature, editorial, “Stop the
coronavirus stigma now” (2020. 4. 7.)
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Tomorrow, my guys and | will take

the fucking guns and shoot at every

Asian we meet in Chinatown, that's
the only way we can destroy the
epidemic of coronavirus in NYC!
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* WHO: Country & Technical Guidance: Coronavirus disease(COVID-19)
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« United Nations Human Rights Office of the High Commissioner, “COVID-19 Guidance” (2020. 3.)

: Access to health care; Emergency measures; Leaving no one behind; Housing; People with disabilities; People in

detention and institutions; Information and participation; Stigmatization, xenophobia, racism; Migrants and Refugees;
Social and Economic Impacts; Privacy; Gender; Water and Sanitation

« UNAIDS 2020, “Rights in the time of COVID-19: Lessons from HIV for an effective, community-led response” (2020. 3.)
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