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Outline

• The current “normalcy” of COVID-19 in mainland China and Hong Kong 
• The “abnormalities” of the “normalcy” of COVID-19 in mainland China and 

Hong Kong
• How to deal with the “abnormalities”?
• The new normalcy?
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The current Normalcy
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Financial Times: https://www.ft.com/content/a26fbf7e-48f8-11ea-aeb3-955839e06441 The Evolving Pandemic

https://www.ft.com/content/a26fbf7e-48f8-11ea-aeb3-955839e06441
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Mainland China: Recovering from the 
pandemic?
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Work 
resumption

Hong Kong: Preparing for recovery?

CHP. Latest situation of cases of COVID-19 (as of 6 May 2020) 
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The “abnormality” of the “normalcy”
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Effects of social distancing 
measures on health 

Margaret Douglas et al. BMJ 2020;369:bmj.m1557

• COVID-19 Infection
• Home isolation
• Restrictions on non-essential 

sectors
• Transport restrictions
• Closure of educational 

facilities

Health, Economic, Social, 
and Psychological 

Consequences
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Potential impact of COVID-19 on economy
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http://pubdocs.worldbank.org/en/657421587133962274/Poverty-distr-impacts-policy-options-COVID19-April-72020.pdf
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https://images.app.goo.gl/5RT7eNsWweJ3hkbr6
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Hong Kong GDP Annual Growth Rate
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Economic index in HK (Q1 2020)
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Confirmed
/Probable
1,041
▲0

As of 6 May 2020

Discharged
932
▲12

Hospitalized
105
▼12

Death
4
▲0

CHP: https://chp-dashboard.geodata.gov.hk/covid-19/en.html

Buildings with confirmed/probable cases 
and last date of residence/visit

Social impact of COVID-19 in Hong Kong
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Impact of COVID-19 on Social Inequality
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environment/article/3076804/coronavirus-hong-kongs-homeless-mcrefugees

https://www.bbc.com/zhongwen/simp/chinese-news-52337890
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https://www.hkcnews.com/article/28056/%E5%81%9C%E8%AA%B2-
%E6%AD%A6%E6%BC%A2%E8%82%BA%E7%82%8E-
%E7%B6%B2%E4%B8%8A%E5%AD%B8%E7%BF%92-28058v
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Impact on disadvantaged social groups – Rare 
disease patients in mainland China
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Source: The Illness Challenge Foundation
http://www.chinaicf.org/

http://www.chinaicf.org/
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Impact on disadvantaged social groups –
People with disabilities in mainland China
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Source: Unpublished study by Xuehui Li (Zhejiang Normal University), Cong Cai (One 
Plus One Group for Disablity), Dong Dong (The Chinese University of Hong Kong), 
and Shixin Huang (University of Washington)
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*** p<0.001

Impact on disadvantaged social groups – People with disabilities in 
mainland China
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How to deal with the abnormalities?
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HK：Economic measures
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https://twitter.com/InvestHK/status/1248201066862112768
https://www.budget.gov.hk/2020/eng/budget01.html
https://twitter.com/InvestHK/status/1232595195545317376
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HK：Free reusable masks
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Mainland China: Consumption coupons, reopening schools, and lift 
of travel ban
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The new normalcy?
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Back to normal or back to the future?
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dongdong@cuhk.edu.hk

Thank You
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